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Estuaries
are the unique
and vibrant places
where rivers
meet the
ocean

The Regional Estuaries
Initiative is a four-year
$20 million Royalties for
Regions program to improve
the health of six Western
Australian estuaries.
This is the biggest single investment the state
government has ever made in managing the
health of Western Australia’s regional estuaries.

Over

80% of

our population
lives in and around
Western Australian
estuaries

The environmental values and many uses of
estuaries are an integral part of Aboriginal
culture and knowledge.
Estuaries house diverse ecosystems, support
businesses, recreation and tourism and are
central to our valued way of life.
A combination of environmental factors,
historical land use and a growing population
is placing pressure on our estuaries.

This funding will be supported by contributions
and in-kind support from regional catchment
groups, local governments and industry
partners.
Led by the Department of Water, the Initiative
will fund a range of on-ground works,
spanning soil and water testing, farm effluent
management upgrades, fencing, revegetation
and drainage, as well as new science and
modelling, regional capacity, employment
and training.

Our estuaries are under stress from a
combination of:
•

a drying climate, reduced rainfall
and water flow

•

a growing population

•

historical land use

•

intensified agriculture and

•

growing urbanisation.

The Regional Estuaries Initiative drives
action in catchments to improve water quality
and restore the environmental balance of
estuaries. The five strategies of the Regional
Estuaries Initiative provide on-ground works
and creates the science needed for informed
decision-making.

Catchments are the areas of land that drain
into streams, rivers and estuaries.
Agricultural, industrial and urban activities in
catchments impact directly on the quality and
quantity of water reaching estuaries.

Nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus) are
chemicals that are important for plants to
survive and grow. Water quality is reduced
by excess nutrients entering waterways from
effluent and fertilisers, which is compounded
by poor drainage.
This can lead to overgrowth of algae, lower
oxygen in the water and harm fish and other
species dependent on the estuary.

The Regional Estuaries Initiative will bring
together all landowners and estuary users.
It will draw on local knowledge, build on
previous experience, continue current
successful actions and review and
implement new actions.
This work will ensure that estuaries continue
to support businesses, communities, tourism,
recreational and commercial fishing and port
activities in the future.

The Regional Estuaries Initiative will transform how
catchments and estuaries are managed.
It will support immediate action and develop the strategies
needed for long-term improvements in estuary health.
A coordinated effort is needed to improve water quality and protect
the values that depend on healthy estuaries: thriving ecosystems,
liveable communities, and economic development.
The Regional Estuaries Initiative will guide estuary
management through collaborative partnerships with
state and local government, catchment groups, industry,
farmers, research groups and the community.
It will support training and employment
opportunities for regional communities,
connecting local practices to improve
estuary condition.
Together, we will build a better
understanding of current estuary
health, sharing this information with
all estuary users to guide future
estuary management and
planning.

The five strategies
Regional capacity ($2.9M)
Supports regional groups and partnerships to implement on-ground actions, such as drainage
improvements and training to benefit estuaries. Local communities will be informed, engaged and
equipped for long-term regional catchment management.

Sustainable agriculture ($4.8M)
Reduces nutrient run-off from agricultural activities. Soil testing will help farmers establish effective
fertiliser application to save money, improve soils and reduce nutrient run-off. Industry partnerships
will encourage best practice dairy effluent management.

Water in the landscape ($7.3M)
Improves the way water moves through the catchment to improve water quality. Streams will be
revegetated and fenced to deter stock. Drainage upgrades, water sensitive urban design and prioritised
infill sewerage will reduce nutrients entering estuaries.

Innovative remediation ($1M)
Develops and trials new technologies to reduce nutrients entering waterways from agricultural,
industrial and domestic land uses and to improve soil condition for plant growth.

Science for management ($4M)
Expands monitoring and public reporting of estuary health and develops world-class catchment and
estuary models to inform decisions and guide estuary management.

They provide a stunning backdrop to many of our regional
towns and cities, and provide locals and tourists with a
bounty of recreational pursuits including fishing, skiing,
boating and swimming.
The unique environments, dense seagrass meadows
and surrounding plant life of our estuaries support a
wide array of fish and bird species, which are of
particular value to our ecotourism and
fishing industries.

A coordinated approach across six estuaries
• Peel-Harvey Estuary
• Leschenault Estuary
• Vasse-Wonnerup and
Geographe Bay

Perth

Partnerships

• Hardy Inlet

Mandurah

• Wilson Inlet



The Department of Water and our partners
have over 20 years experience and scientific
understanding of estuary science and
conditions. This knowledge has been used to
shape the practical solutions and management
tools that make up the Regional Estuaries
Initiative.

Community
engagement

Science-based
decisions

• Oyster Harbour
The Regional Estuaries Initiative will coordinate
and implement common actions across the
at-risk estuaries, building regional capability,
promoting whole-of-industry engagement, and
strengthening cooperative networks to share
resources and knowledge.



Peel-Harvey Estuary
Regional
governance

Leschenault Estuary
Bunbury





Busselton
Vasse-Wonnerup and Geographe Bay

Augusta

Oyster Harbour



Hardy Inlet
Wilson Inlet



Denmark

Albany

Department of Water
168 St Georges Terrace Perth WA 6000

+61 8 6364 7600
For further information please visit our website

water.wa.gov.au/regionalestuaries
estuary@water.wa.gov.au
12633 100 0416

